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The Saline Fiddlers performed for the assembled students at 
the Lindenberg Gymnasium (high school).  The group played 
to a large and enthusiastic crowd in the medieval town of 
Wangen.  The next show took place on the lake-side prome-
nade at the harbor of Lindau, with the Alps across Lake Con-
stance as a backdrop.  The next was at a chalet on top of an 
Alp. 
 

Intermixed with the performances were visits to the Mad King 
Ludwig’s castle at Neuschwanstein—the one that inspired 
the famous Disney castle—and to a violin museum tucked 
away deep in the Alps at Mittenwald.  The group visited sev-
eral beautiful churches and old castles, and many landmarks 
in Lindenberg.  We were treated to a tour of the Liebherr 
plant, headquarters for the Liebherr factory here in Saline. 
 

On the last evening before departing Lindenberg, the Fid-
dlers performed in the town square for our sister city.  All of 
our host families combined with many others in a huge and 
lively crowd.  In a show that will not be forgotten, the Fiddlers 
and the audience fed off each others’ energy until darkness 
finally came after the fourth encore. 
 

Leaving Lindenberg the next morning, we headed north for 
Rudolstadt in the province of Thuringia.  Later that day, the 
group played two shows at the international music festival, 
TFF-Rudolstadt.  We were one of dozens of acts at the world 
music gathering, perhaps the only one from America.  Audi-
ences at both shows were wonderful; the second perform-
ance generated a mosh pit of dancing fans, and later, on-line 
guestbook entries from Dresden, Mannheim and Berlin.  Go 
to salinefiddlers.com for links and more pictures 
 

Back in Frankfurt two days later we said goodbye to our 
friends Robert Burkhard and Robert Schmidt and headed 
home. 

The Hills are Alive with the Sound of Fiddle Music! 
Photo by Nancy Warner 

On the Promenade at the Harbor in Lindau, Germany 
Photo by Joe O’Brien 

By Will Warner 

SHAR Music Presents:  The Saline Fiddlers' 2009 Germany Tour 

A  year-and-a-half in the planning, this summer’s tour took 
the Saline Fiddlers to Germany.  We were able to combine 
an extended stay in Saline’s sister city, Lindenberg im All-
gau, with a schedule of performances in the German prov-
inces of Bavaria, Baden-Württemberg, and Thuringia. 
 

Lufthansa took us directly from Detroit to Frankfurt.   Robert 
Burkhard of Burkhard-Reisen (i.e., “Burkhard Travel”) met us 
with his motor coach.  We were in his capable hands for the 
next 11 days of concerts and sight-seeing. 
 

Also meeting us there was sound engineer Robert Schmidt 
of Pool Sound, our supplier of gear for the tour.  Robert as-
sisted our own technical staff in the successful mounting of 
nine shows in those 11 days. 
 

The first show was scheduled for the marketplace of Tubin-
gen, Ann Arbor’s partnerstadt.  It appeared to be rained out, 
but a funny thing happened:  The bands scheduled to per-
form at a peace rally in town all went home; the rain stopped; 
the stage was there and ready; we were granted permission 
to use it. 
 

The Saline Fiddlers began to play and a crowd gathered.  
Then, in a move reminiscent of Abbie Hoffman’s during the 
Who’s performance at Woodstock, a rally organizer came up 
on stage, took the center microphone and a gave speech, 
something about world peace.  He introduced other speak-
ers.  Finally, he invited us to play as long as we liked. 
 

After seeing a bit of Tubingen, it was off to our home-away-
from-home, Lindenberg.  Late in the evening of the second 
day, students, staff and chaperones met their host families, 
the people who took us into their homes, fed us and enter-
tained us for seven days.  Over that week, during time with 
their host families between performances, many Fiddlers got 
to see Munich, Austria and Switzerland. 
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Shar Music Company Shar Music Company   

The Saline Fiddlers thank the people of Lindenberg, the Lindenberg-Saline Friendship Committee,  
and Rinehard Sieber of the Lindenberg Gymnasium for all they did to make our visit so memorable.   

We also thank tour sponsor SHAR Music and major sponsor Dr. Terry Timm of Saline  
for their part in creating this once-in-a-lifetime tour. 

Buhr Foundation  

Detroit Carpenters Apprenticeship School  

Esperance Family Foundation 

Evangelical Home of Saline  

Dr. Terry Timm, DDS  

Laborers Local 499 LECET  

LaFontaine Automotive Group 

Redies Foundation  

Mike and Donna Stephens 

Liebherr   

Mercantile Bank  

David and Priscilla Olsen 

Phoenix Contractors Inc.  

Saline Rotary Club  

American Wera Inc.  

Charles Reinhart Company  

Gerald and Maddy Dakin  

 

DTE Energy Foundation  

Lyn and Rich Hess  

Douglas and Kathleen Rhine 

 

Spotted Dog Winery 

Becky and Terry Walters 

Frank Visovatti  

United Bank & Trust  

Walt & Amy Armstrong 

Shelly and Jeff Banet 

Barb and Bernie Banet 

Braun Farms, Inc.  

Deb Brow 

Walt and Nancy Byers 

Burger School  

James and Mary Lou Carras 

Thomas and Linda Conzelmann 

Robert Petrancosta 

Psarianos Violins Ltd. 

Reach Law Firm  

Saline Masonic Lodge  

Ray and Pat Stillwell 

Thomas & Janet Thomas 

Ilene Sullivan & Jeffrey Ulrich 

Zingermann’s 

Copper and Brass Sales (ThyssenKrupp)  

Fannie and Lyle Filkens 

Mark Fox 

Kendall Academy of Golf 

Irv Knickerbocker 

Kenneth Liabenow 

John and Christine Linden 

Luragay Olsen 

John Alt 

Bemis Farms Preschool  

Bill Roach - State Farm Insurance  

Duane & Jean Bock  

Gary and Kari Bonds 

Sue Cowen 

DesighHub Inc.  

Frederick and Shirley Ellicott 

Lyle Filkins 

Tricia Frazer 

Bill and Martha Grimes 

Chris Grant 

Leo Januskewski 

Maureen and Bill Kennelly 

Tom Kirvin 

Kumon Math & Reading Center of Saline  

Kurt and Bonnie Leutheuser 

Ralph & Carol Miller 

Kyle O’Malley 

Monika Sacks 

Bill and Linda Shea 

Milt & Jan Weidmayer 

Grace VanHout 
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Daniel and Karen Abair 

Kathy & Tom Allbaugh 

R. E. Anthony 

Scott & Jeri Baker 

Barry and Audrey Barkel 

Chris and Beth Bartley 

Mike and Janice Beck 

Margot Benson 

Cynthia Calhoun 

Sam Callan 

Bob Carow 

Marva Cernuto 

James & Gilda Chie 

Christa & Kenneth Coles 

Douglas and Mary Lou Collins 

Robert and Karen Collins 

Brian Connelly 

Conor O’Neill’s Pub 

Kathleen and Christopher 

Cook 

Sue Cowen 

Cindy Czubko 

Mary Delhey 

Robin Dilg 

Jeffrey Duncan 

Jill Durnen 

Gerald and Susan Eisemann 

Selma Eisner 

Robert Ferris 

Lorrine Finney 

Dorothy Fisher 

Deloris Fleming 

Stephen Fox 

Pat Franklin 

Michael and Jennifer Ga-

mache 

Nancy Gleisner 

Michael Gray 

Allan and Natalie Grossman 

Mary Ann & Lonnie Hafner 

John Haines 

Ken & Mary Ann Havekost 

Herb David Guitar Studio  

Charles & Mary Ann Hill 

Ron & Fran Hoard 

Brian Lott 

Nina Keener 

Curtis Kelley 

Marcia Kehn 

Warren Kendall 

Bill and Maureen Kennelly 

Vicki Kinningham 

Tom Kirvan 

Michael and Susan Long 

Gabrielle Nadal 

Khris Kiser-Ortman 

Corinne Kordyson 

David & Mary Laidlaw 

Lucy Ann Lance 

Tom and Chris Lerchen 

Jean Lesch 

Joyce Leslie 

Jean Linden 

Anne Linn 

Gary and Silvana Loehndorf 

James and Martha Malmer 

Mike Masten 

Nancy McCarthy 

Dan Meyer 

Edward & Edwina Michalski 

Mitch & Rebecca Michaluk 

Mary Millar 

Bill and Lucy Miller 

Ralph & Carol Miller 

Jim Olsen, DDS 

Grace Olsen 

Ron & Jacqueline Olsen 

O’Neal Construction 

James Ortman 

Larry and Carol Osterling 

Chris and Laura Palvedes 

Sam & Gloria Parise 

Becky and Paul Pazkowski 

Jean Marie Peters 

Richard Petershagen 

Pineapple House 

Don and Karen Raglund 

Gordon Reigle 

Relaxation Station 

Warren & Marilyn Rentschler 

Betty Richart 

William Roach 

Barabar Rohrs 

Judy Ryan 

Patricia and Frederick 

Schwarz 

Clifford Schwind 

Shear EnV Salon 

Ada Showler 

Lyle & Josephine Slider 

Brenda Terpstra 

Doanld and Sharon Terry 

J. B. Tressler 

Kurt Westermann 

Brian Westphal 

Anne Wharton 

Stephen Wiemero 

Nancy Winchester 

Eugenia Wobbe 

Charlotte Wolfe 

Richard & Christine Yant 

GERMANY TOUR SUPPORTERSGERMANY TOUR SUPPORTERSGERMANY TOUR SUPPORTERSGERMANY TOUR SUPPORTERS 

T he addition of these 13 musi-
cians brings the Saline Fiddlers up to 
a total of 29 members—even after 
the 10 graduated seniors moved on. 
 
These talented kids are all in the 
Class of 2013.  They are looking for-
ward to continuing the Fiddler legacy, 
thrilling audiences with their polished 
performances and youthful exuber-
ance, and having a lot of fun doing it, 
too. 

and there sure are a lot of them! 

Patrick ……….. Viola 

Keith …………. Mandolin 

Ian ……………. Guitar 

Allie …………… Fiddle 

Rebekah ……… Fiddle 

Vince ………….. Drums 

Louie ………….. Fiddle 

Alyssa ………… Cello 

Cameron ……… Cello 

Mellissa ………. Fiddle 

Amelia ………… Fiddle 

Eric ……………. Electric Bass  

JJ ……………... Sound Technician 



  

 Our Graduating Seniors 
Every year at this time we take a moment to 

honor our Senior Fiddlers graduates.   
And man, there are a lot of them! 

   Ian has been with the Fiddlers the past four years as part of the sound crew.  His favorite food is 
Mexican.  His time with the Fiddlers has been a great experience—from the excitement of the 
Hometown Concerts to the Cattle Baron’s Ball—Ian and fellow Fiddler senior, Brendan, have experi-
enced it all.   
   Ian’s favorite Fiddler gag involved surprising a fellow Fiddler by putting lemonade mix in a shower 
head on a Fiddler trip.  The culmination of Ian’s time with the Fiddlers came when the group played 
at his graduation party.  Some of Ian’s alumni friends joined in the music and Mr. Culver gave a 
speech that meant very much to Ian.  As his final act, Ian spent a wonderful tour with the group in 
Germany.  One of his fondest memories was the time spent with his parents on that trip.   
   For his future, Ian plans to attend law school with an eye towards becoming a talent agent.  His 
first major purchase will be an Aston Martin Vanquish.  Ian’s advice to future Fiddlers, “don’t let any-
one tell you what you can or can’t do.” 

   Michael joined the Saline Fiddlers as a fiddle player a mere three years ago, but he has packed 
many memories into this short time.  “The beach day at Santa Monica was so fun and relaxing,” he 
said. “That has to be my favorite.” He also said he really enjoyed the Oxnard Gig in California. 
   His favorite memory of Artistic Director, Ben Culver is after he eats a pop tart.  One can only as-
sume this has to do with the resulting sugar rush that follows.   
   Michael’s favorite food is a bacon cheeseburger.  His favorite movie is Air Force One, staring Har-
rison Ford.  Michael says his favorite Saline High School teacher was Ms. Lauchu, but he still feels 
that his favorite school moment was…graduation!  His best memory of living in Saline was, he says, 
“flying a kite out the window of Andrew’s car.” 
   Michael plans to attend U of M in General Studies, then hopefully attend the business school next 
year. 

Michael 
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Ian 

   If you heard some amazing banjo picking during Fiddler Concerts during the last couple of 
years, that would have been senior banjo player, Devin.  Devin has always been a violinist with 
the Saline High School Orchestra, but, Devin explains, "In 6th grade, the banjo really caught my 
eye."  The Fiddlers gave Devin an opportunity to further pursue his love of banjo playing.  Devin 
says, "My favorite musician is Béla Fleck who is the greatest banjo player ever, and my favorite 
banjo music would have to be the album UFO Tofu, by Béla Fleck and the Flecktones."  Devin 
also enjoys jazz and rock music.  Some of Devin's favorite Fiddler memories are riding the bus on 
tour and hanging out in the back with some of the upper classmen.  He especially enjoyed being 
in the rhythm section and playing entertaining songs.  One of his most memorable Fiddler events 
was playing at Lindenberg and being hosted by the local community during the Germany tour.  
Devin says, "It was exciting to experience a completely different culture and play for an entirely 
new group of people.  I especially enjoyed hanging out and relaxing with the German kids."  The 
last gig in Lindenberg was awesome! 
   Devin's favorite food is a nice, big steak!  Favorite movies are The Legend of Ron Burgandy and 

Step Brothers.  One favorite memory in Saline was playing volleyball at the Saline Recreation Center with Fiddler 
friends.  Devin also played water polo with the Saline High School team.  One of his favorite water polo memories was 
"playing against Grand Ledge on senior night, because we got every senior to score a goal!" 
   Devin's favorite teacher was "Mr. Schlanderer because he kept me interested in school."  His favorite school assign-
ment was "final exams, because that meant school was over."  Devin will attend Purdue University to pursue chemical 
engineering and play water polo.  Good luck, Devin! 

Devin 

 

Goodbye to senior drummer  
Travis.   

Good Luck at the Police Academy! 



      Jacob V. has played the cello for the Saline Fiddlers for the past four years. He is best known 
to his audiences for his signature clapping launch from the stage during the playing of Mason’s 
Ape Ron. 
     As a high school and Fiddler graduate, he has many memories he will carry with him. “There’s 
a story involving Scott, Casey, some towels and the dead of night that really shouldn’t be retold,” 
Jacob recalls.  On a lighter note, his favorite memory of Artistic Director, Ben Culver involved him 
placing inspirational, motivational quotes on the back of all the music binders at fiddle camp to get 
the kids in the right frame of mind. 
     Jacob cannot pinpoint any one particular friendship as more special than another since he 
considers his entire graduating class to be very close. 
     As he looks back on his high school years, Jacob credits teacher Mark Hill (newspaper advi-
sor) for helping him develop his writing skills. He will remember Mr. Hill as a “very funny and 
smart guy.”  As school assignments go, Jacob recalls, “I particularly enjoyed AP Calc BC be-
cause of Dr. Hassberger’s outstanding teaching, newspaper class for the fun and challenge of 
writing tough news stories and my own monthly column, and choir during my senior year because 
of the very different type of musical work and Mrs. Freeman’s excellent direction.” 
     His words of advice for younger Fiddlers, “always put the lessons from Fiddlers in perspective to learn how to apply 
them to all of life and practice like crazy if you want to be good.” 
     This fall Jacob will attend Ball State University in Muncie, IN as a cello performance and music education double ma-
jor on a full tuition scholarship.  “My dream is to be a performer, but I’d be very happy as a teacher as well,” he says. 

Jacob V. 

   Jacob M. has been a member of the Saline Fiddlers for the past three years performing as a violinist, singer and clog-
ger.  Jacob has enjoyed performing from coast to coast, from San Francisco to Boston, and all the way to Germany.  
Some of his cherished memories of the Saline Fiddler tours are the stunning architecture, varied 
landscapes and the cultural foods.  Some of the delicious foods he ate were fresh Atlantic Ocean 
lobster in Maine, the giant deli sandwiches at the Carnegie Deli in NYC and the apple strudel in 
Germany.  This puts Jacob right in line with the one great Fiddler truth which is—Fiddlers love to 
eat! 
     As Jacob thinks back on his career as a Fiddler, he has concluded that his favorite Fiddler 
moment was the night he performed for a highly enthusiastic audience in an opera house in 
Boothbay, Maine. What he liked the most about that gig was that the audience clapped along 
with the Saline    Fiddlers for the entire show. 
     Jacob plans to study chemical engineering at Michigan Technological University in Houghton, 
Michigan.  He plans on learning to ski during the snowy winters at Tech. 
     Jacobs words of advice for incoming Fiddlers, “practice your Fiddler music until you know it 
like the back of your hand and then continue practicing/reviewing it so you don’t lose what you’ve 
already gained.” 

     Aside from playing the viola with the Saline Fiddlers for four years, Andrew has quite an 
impressive history.  In 2008 he was named Saline Youth of the year.  This is not surprising 
since he has a great interest in government and hopes to run for President one day.  It 
makes perfect sense, then, that his favorite High School teacher was Mrs. Budnik who taught 
Government or that his favorite movie is Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, starring Jimmy 
Stewart. 
     In the Fiddlers, Andrew said he enjoyed most the “Mosh Pit Gig” during the Katrina Relief 
Tour. He says that, within the group he felt closest to the viola section (past and present) of 
which he was a part.  Andrew liked it when Mr. Culver would do “strength profiles” with the 
group at camp, which involves everyone getting the opportunity to tell everyone else what 
their strengths are.  He fondly remembers when Mrs. M. (Fiddler, Greg’s mother) read him 
“Good Night Boston” while he enjoyed milk and cookies.   
     As school memories go, Andrew says he really enjoyed Hazmat Week—the time the High 
school was evacuated due to mysterious student illnesses. 
     Andrew plans to attend the University of Michigan to pursue a dual degree in Business 

and Public Policy. 
     In his sage advice to new Fiddlers he quotes Thomas Edison, “Opportunity is often missed by most because it’s 
dressed in overalls and looks like work.  “Don’t ever turn away from potential opportunity because it looks challenging,” 
says  Andrew. “Take a risk and try new things because it will only pay off in the end.” 

Andrew 

Jacob M. 
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   Brendan remembers while growing up, being very curious and interested in "sciency" things like 
dinosaurs and combustion engines, and his parents supporting him in each and every one of his 
interests.  Some of his other childhood memories are having a "bowl" haircut like his brother until 
4th grade, and his fun 6th grade teacher, Mr. Ernest, who played 4-square with them and taught 
them the "old" rules, which were the best! 
     Favorite high school teachers of Brendan's were psychology teacher, Ms. Howard, and science 
teacher, Mr. Lauchu.  Favorite movies were Blues Brothers and Princess Bride.  Favorite food is 
PIZZA! 
     Brendan has been a Saline Fiddler rhythm player for his last three years in high school, playing 
washboard, electric bass and other rhythm instruments.  During his senior year he has served as 
the rhythm section leader.  Musical instruments that Brendan likes to play, besides electric bass 
and upright bass, are guitar and ukulele. 
     Brendan's favorite Fiddler gig was the Oxnard gig in California.  There were sooooo… many 
people!!  Brendan's favorite tour was the one they just returned from, the Germany tour!  The 
crowds were enthusiastic.  At the closing gig in Lindenberg, Germany, they did FOUR encores!  The Rudolstadt World 
Folk Music Festival, the biggest folk festival in Europe, was also great.  The crowds loved both of the two performances 
and exuberantly danced, clapped and showed appreciation. 
     The Saline Fiddlers experience has meant a lot to Brendan.  He has learned to be organized, to manage his time, 
and to get the job done.  His advice to new Fiddlers is "to do your homework.  What may seem like one small assign-
ment quickly becomes 16 little assignments in Science II…"   
     Brendan will be attending Michigan State University in the fall and will be majoring in Secondary Education focusing 
on Biological Sciences.  He will also be playing upright bass with the Michigan State University Concert Band. 

Brendan 

   Tyler has played fiddle for the Saline Fiddlers for the past four years.  Tyler’s memories of the 
fiddlers and high school are numerous.  Unlike Jacob, however, he is prepared to share some of 
the details of the story that “really shouldn’t be retold.”  It was the “first year at camp when Scott  
was chasing Jacob and giving him a well deserved punishment with a wet towel,” he says. “We 
learned the next morning that many of the girls had been watching.   His favorite memory of Artis-
tic Director, Ben Culver was when he had a lot of sugar on the tour bus and played (much to eve-
ryone’s dismay) the song “The Sun is a Mass of Incandescent Gas” about ten times in a row.  
The two individuals Tyler feels particularly close to from the group are Jacob and Sarah. 
     Tyler’s best school memory is when his varsity soccer team beat the Salem Rocks (the num-
ber one team in the state) to move on to the semi-finals in the State Tournament this year.  His 
favorite school assignment was a physics test, we were asked to describe the motion of a ball 
dropped straight through a tube running along the rotational axis of the earth.  “I felt very accom-
plished when I was the only one in the class that fully solved the differential equation that proved 
that it would behave as if it were on the end of a spring.” 
     His words of advice for younger Fiddlers, “DO NOT SNEAK OUT OF YOUR HOTEL ROOM 

AT NIGHT ON TOUR!!!”  
     Tyler will be going to the University of Michigan to study Biomedical Engineering, after which he will be going to medi-
cal school to fulfill his dream of being a doctor. 

Tyler 

   Drew enjoyed playing the violin for the Saline Fiddlers for 3 years.  He recalls one of his favorite moments with the 
group when they played in downtown Boston, Massachusetts.  Since it is one of America’s oldest cities, Drew  enjoyed 
learning about the history of the city and seeing some of the historic old buildings and other sights 
there.  He also recalls some of the pranks that were played on Tyler there—with accomplices 
Jacob and Michael at his side, they put whipped cream in his hands, ice in his bed and arranged 
objects from the room around him to wake up to the next day. 
     As friends go, Drew feels close to the entire Saline Fiddlers group, but is especially good 
friends with this year’s graduating seniors. 
     His favorite gig was the “Cattle Baron's Ball,” which is held to raise money for Cancer research.  
Drew said he enjoyed the decorations and the details of a professional stage. 
     While he enjoys the music of the Saline Fiddlers, Drew is a guy who loves his 80s rock music.  
He enjoys the classics such as AC/DC and the like.  He loves the movies Saving Private Ryan 
and Good Will Hunting. 
      Drew’s fondest memories of school will be English teacher, Mrs. Denzin, the final day of 
school and senior prank day when bouncy balls were released down the stairs of the school.   
     His advice to new Fiddlers, “it goes by quick, so don’t wait to accomplish what you want to do!” 

Drew 
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Can You Match The Fiddlers To Their Baby Pictures 
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A. Jacob V. = #3, B. Brendan = #4,  
C. Michael = #6, D. Drew = #8,  

E. Ian = #5, F. Andrew = #1,  
G. Tyler = #2, H. Jacob M. = #7 

J. Devin = #9 
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Fiddlin’ AroundFiddlin’ AroundFiddlin’ AroundFiddlin’ AroundFiddlin’ AroundFiddlin’ AroundFiddlin’ AroundFiddlin’ Around  is the official newsletter of the  

Saline Fiddlers   
We publish four times yearly or as needed. 

Susan Cummings, Editor. 
Photos courtesy of loving Fiddler families. 

Will Warner, Executive Director 
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Jacob M. 
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Ben Culver, Artistic Director 
 

Will Warner, Executive Director 
Brad Phillips, Assistant Artistic Director 

Doug Rhine, Event Manager 
Mark Visovatti, Administrative Manager 

Ed Brosius, Technical Manager 
Mark Kuykendall, Business Manager 

Sheila Graziano, Choreographer 
Dianne Newberry, Vocal Coach 

 

For bookings call: 866-257-5333 
 

www.salinefiddlers.comwww.salinefiddlers.comwww.salinefiddlers.comwww.salinefiddlers.com 

Upcoming Public Events 
 
Labordayz Festival  
September 6, 2:30 PM,  Jaycee Stage Pavilion, 
Michigan City, IN,  michigancityfestivalsinc.com or 
emichigancity.com 
 

Good Old Days Festival  
September 12, 6:30 PM, 69310 Beebe St.,   
Richmond, MI,  richmondgoodolddaysfestival.org 
 

National Kidney Foundation Walk  
September 13, 1:30 PM,  300 Fuller Rd.,   
Ann Arbor, MI,  abkwfriends.org 
 

Flat Rock Creek Fall Festival  
September 20, 1:30 and 3:30,  503 Fairgrounds 
Drive, Paulding, OH, villageofpaulding.com 
 

Christmas in Ida Festival Concert  
December 4,  7:00 PM, 8295 Van Aiken St.,  
Ida, MI, christmasinida.com 

Saline, Michigan 

Watch for new gigs  
to be added weekly 

 

 

For the latest info visit our website at 

salinefiddlers.com 


